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LEGALISE CANNABIS NOW By Roger Kelly

SINCE the summer the news has abated about the case of Billy 
Caldwell, the 11 year-old-boy from Northern Ireland with severe 
epilepsy who became the first person to receive an NHS 
prescription for medical marijuana in the UK.  

Billy had started taking cannabis oil for his seizures after seeing 
a childhood epilepsy expert in California, where its use is legal. 
His mother bravely and tenaciously exposed the restricted 
thinking, among so-called medical experts and also the legal 
restrictions.

It took prolonged public outcry over Billy’s life-threatening 
condition to make the government change its position. Even 
then, the Home Office was at pains to stress that the drug 
would only be administered under an exceptional license 
granted after doctors said it was needed for a ‘medical 
emergency’.

It is ludicrous that in one developed country, Canada, where 
the government has found a way to legislate for the 
recreational and medical use of cannabis, while in another an 
extremely sick child must be made to produce evidence of life-
threatening symptoms before it can be prescribed for medical 
purposes.

Hopefully, the example of Canada legalising the possession and 
use of cannabis will once again drag the issue of legalisation in 
the UK and Ireland back into the spotlight.



One of the main problems raised by those against legalisation 
is the detrimental effect it is believed to have on young peoples’ 
health, particularly their mental state. In Canada, measures 
have been taken to address specific concerns in this area: 
products that are ‘appealing to youth’ have been prohibited; 
cannabis will not be available to buy in vending machines; and 
promotional advertising of the drug is not allowed. 

There is no reason that similar approaches couldn’t be made in 
the UK and Ireland as the framework is already in place, 
following rule changes for cigarette packaging and the 
introduction of the sugar tax.

However, to discuss effective restrictions already existing for 
alcohol, tobacco, etc, on the use of cannabis, and the new 
business and health opportunities it could bring, is to assume 
that there could be a rational discourse on the topic. 

Sadly, at present, as portrayed by the hysteria around the 
confiscation of cannabis oil used by Billy Caldwell, we don't 
have it. The UK government in particular has constantly shot 
down the opportunity of debating possible legalisation after 
the Billy Caldwell debacle. However, some light has been 
thrown on the debate by the former Conservative leader 
William Hague who, in an article in the Daily Telegraph, called 
on Theresa May to reform the UK’s ‘inappropriate, ineffective 
and utterly out of date’ drug policy. Alas, the Home Office 
response was that it had ‘no intention of reviewing the 
classification of cannabis’. 

Cannabis remains the most commonly used drug in the UK 
and Ireland, with the rate of usage basically unchanged over 



the last 10 years. Current government strategies are failing to 
reduce it – proof, if it were needed  – that the establishments 
position on drug policy is solely a moral one. 

Interestingly, the Chief Constable of Durham Police, Mike 
Barton, said in June 2018 that the ban on the class B drug 
cannabis takes up disproportionate amounts of police time and 
gives millions of pounds to organised crime. He even went on 
to say: “An adult should be able to have cannabis without 
worrying what the police are doing. That happens in many 
states in the USA  and civilisation does not disappear before 
their eyes”.

The medical use of cannabis is a no brainer and it is positive to 
report that in August of this year all the political parties, yes 
even the DUP, in the North have united around the need for a 
Billy's Law to allow the prescription of medicinal cannabis. 
This unfortunately is on hold due to the political crisis at the 
Stormont Assembly.

In the Republic NORML are the main group campaigning to 
legalise cannabis. It is a non-partisan, non-profit organisation 
whose aim is to provide a support network to those seeking the 
normalisation of cannabis. It stresses the need to highlight the 
positive transformation that legalisation could bring enabling 
responsible, medical, therapeutic, recreational, agricultural and 
industrial uses.

Referendums on same sex marriage and abortion would have 
been unthinkable a couple of years ago, so why not one this 
year to legalise cannabis? 



Prohibition does not work. Legalise cannabis now.  

THE WORLD GOING FORWARD by Bob Rees   

I was born in 1936. In my short lifetime, the world’s population has 
grown by 350%, from 2.2 billion to 7.6 billion. It is no coincidence 
that during that time, our race has been introduced to air pollution, 
shortages of resources like fresh water, arable land and habitat, and 
right now we are facing the very real threat of irreversible climate 
change. My generation and those that have followed it have 
methodically and short-sightedly destroyed our planet in our quest 
for the good life and a balanced economy.

Our democratic system only addresses short-term problems – there’s 
nothing in it for a political party that invests in something that won’t 
pay off for several decades. Similarly our giant corporations are 
obsessed with short-term growth and quick profits in order to 
impress the Stock Markets, because nobody is prepared to wait for 
long-term dividends.  Everything is expected to grow and keep 
growing: markets, cities, world trade, life expectancy, profits, 
tourism, consumption, living standards and foreign travel, as well as 
the world’s gross population and its armies.  But this is short-
termism gone mad. Our planet is not infinite, and already it is 
seriously overstretched.

Clearly, there is a limit to our resources. We can’t keep growing for 
ever and ever. Equally clearly, we must recognise that our planet 
and its ecosystem are infinitely more important than Brexit, or the 
economy, or party politics, or international relations, or anything 
else. Our world is seriously overpopulated. God won’t fix it and 
democracy can’t fix it – we need a benign dictator to make some very 
hard, unpopular decisions, if the human race is to be saved from itself 
in the long term.  A compassionate but totally authoritarian all-
powerful world government is urgently needed.



Instead, the World Economic Forum report (published January 
2018) envisages a way to feed most of the masses even after our 
eco-system has failed. It describes a Fourth Industrial revolution in 
agricultural technology, with genetically-engineered plants and 
animals, synthetic foods, and alternative protein sources; reduced 
water and land requirements; all highly efficient, productive, and 
profitable, and owned and driven by corporate agricultural giants 
with political and economic power. Great!

And no doubt nuclear fusion will supply our energy needs, and tall 
buildings will enable us to pack the people tight and stack ‘em high. 
No problems. And so we plan to continue along our path into a 
synthetic oblivion, a brave new world which ignores the 
fundamental problem. 

It’s a problem which clearly has a lot to do not only with fossil fuels 
and lifestyles, need and greed, but also with gross overpopulation. 
There’d be plenty of everything for everyone if there weren’t so 
many of us. It has been in their quest for economic growth, rather 
than to protect their eco-systems, that individual governments in 
India, Pakistan, China, Nigeria and elsewhere have tried to tackle 
overpopulation using various means, including:

• Educating and empowering women;
Promoting and incentivising family  planning via radio and 
slogans;

• Encouraging voluntary sterilisation;
• Promoting contraception;
• Raising the age of consent to 20;
• Liberalising the abortion laws;
• Reducing poverty and infant mortality (no need for lots of kids);
• Forbidding parents from selling their kids into slavery, child labour 
and begging;



• Enforcing one-child legislation, as in China.

Needless to say, Catholic and Muslim leaders have protected their 
power by vigorously opposing these attempts to limit their spheres 
of influence. In India, Hindus fear for their future existence as 
Muslims with their four wives fill the maternity hospitals. And in 
their religiously-motivated desire for sons, couples keep trying, 
regardless of the daughters they keep producing. Meanwhile, in the 
developed world where birth rates are declining, the problem of 
ageing populations means higher taxes on the young. Such shrinking 
populations are compensated by immigration, mostly of Muslims who 
are reluctant to integrate because of divisive Muslim teaching (e.g. 
Qur’an 3.118 and Wahhabism). No one wants to be the one who cuts 
back.

Before farming was invented, the Earth sustained possibly 50 
million of our hunter-gatherer forefathers. When I was at school, it 
was popularly thought that the population
limit was around 5 billion. At present we’re at 7.6 billion and 
growing at 140/minute, and the UN reckons we’ll hit 9 billion by 
2050.  They assure us that we will be able to feed the 10 billion 
people predicted by 2100, and that by then, the human population will 
have self-regulated and will have stopped rising. So there’s nothing to 
worry about …

… Except for global overheating, rising sea levels, billions of 
displaced people, absence of any natural habitat, fierce squabbles and 
fighting over fresh water, habitable land and remaining resources. And 
people building walls to keep each other out.

This is not the humanist vision.        


